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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]RUSTIC HILLS ACRES IMPORVEMENT ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 14th, 2025
2025 Murray Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 


	Executive Board Actions and Reports 



	Call to Order 
	July 10, 2025: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Juan Rodriguez.  The board observed a minute of silence.  The meeting included members attending by Zoom. 

	Introductions
& Attendance 
	 July 10, 2025: Self-Introductions were made by all 16 attendees.  (see addendum # 1) 

	Presidents Report 
	July 10, 2025: Juan introduced the new block system meeting agenda and asked that participants raise a hand and be recognized to comment. We are all volunteers and are here to serve. We ask the residents to be willing to serve in some compacity.      
Presidents Report:
1.    Juan introduced the idea of Neighbors Helping Neighbors.  An ad hoc committee of volunteers could be formed that would assist in fire mitigation and other maintenance issues for residents in need. 
2.    Rick Hoover will work on clarifying through the city to determine who is responsible for maintenance of roads, ditches, ROW and stormwater facilities. 
3.   Ray Hoff volunteered to continue to handle roadway safety improvements such speed tables and stripping at all vertical and horizontal roadway curves.
4.   Many residents set off fireworks that are illegal, dangerous and frighten animals.  Next year we plan to send out a letter asking residents to abide by the law and be considerate of others. 
5.       Coyote fund- A committee chair is needed to determine the use of the funds.  What is now in the fund is not to enough to hire a trapper. Tony James volunteered to chair the 
 Committee at the last meeting and will investigate the trapper and costs. 
6.   Wildfire Ready –In the next few months the board needs to stress the importance of mitigation efforts.  The CSFD stressed at the Annual meeting that Rustic Hills Acres is at risk because of many badly overgrown properties 

	Secretary’s Report 
	July 10, 2025:
1. President Juan Rodriguez asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the June 10th, 2025, meeting. Veronica Eberhart stated that the date that the board vetoed the amendment on Recreational Vehicles was incorrect.  The secretary noted the error and will make the correction.  
2. A motion was made by Bev Smith to approve the minutes of June 10th, and it was seconded by Andrew Ramay and passed unanimously. 
3. Several complaints were filed over ATV’s running on the roads in RHA over the 4th of July.  We discussed putting up no ATV signs, but the city would not approve permanent signs. 
4.  It was decided that the secretary will send an email reminding residents that ATVs are not legal on the roads, are dangerous and the board asks that they not be on the roads in the future. 
5. Stacy Sahlstrom asked to be released as the website manager.  Andrew Ramay volunteered to take on the responsibility. 
 


	Treasurer’s 
Report 
	July 10, 2025:
 Treasurer, Jim Rickman reported that we had a total of $24,321.95 in all RHA accounts.  (addendum #2) One check for legal fees for the covenant review was paid from that balance of $390.00.  Two deposits were made, one for dues received and for scrap metal sales from the cleanup day. 
1. Jon Neumann won the drawing for I years paid dues which will cover 2026-2027. 
2. We have 95 paid memberships for the 2025-2026 fiscal year.
3. One member paid a year in advance and one paid twice. 

	Filing 2: 
Directors Report
	July 10, 2025: Filing II Directors  
· Jim Rickman – No Report
· Juan Rodriguez – Juan is resigning from this responsibility to start the role of president. Bill Brown was asked if he would consider finishing the year of service. He agreed. A motion was made and passed. 
· Andrew Ramay – Elected at the May 2025 annual meeting. 


	Filing 1: Directors Report
	 July 10, 2025: Filing I Directors 
· Daniel Stephens – No report
· Veronica Eberhart – No report
· Gordon Stegner – Elected at the May 2025 annual meeting. He was unable to attend today. 


	Rustic Hills
Trash
Coalition Report
	 July 10, 2025: Tom Hartig reported on the financials for Rustic Hills Trash Coalition. 
 1.   RHTC currently has $ 29,789 with expected liabilities of $26,400. Only one resident from the 2nd quarter has not paid.  
2.   Waste Connections Pack Out Service that costs $5 a month extra. Any interested owners can contact Rebekah Lawson at rebok4gsus@hotmail.com.



	Committee Reports 


 
	Reports 
	July 10, 2025:
Architectural:  Veronica Eberhart reported that a carport was approved for Ron and Bev Smith at 5118 brady Rd.
Hospitality: 
1.  Bev Smith reported one new neighbor visit (see addendum # 3).  The new owners are Ken and Sandy Sharon. At 2314 Lazy R Lane. 
2. Bev suggested we reorder RHIA decals with our new logo.  Veronica Eberhart made the motion that we order 100 decals with surplus Trash Coalition Funds, and it was seconded by Tony James and passed unanimously.  Tom Hartig will make the purchase. 
Bridle Paths: Side and Rear Property Line Easements - No report 
Roads: President Juan Rodriguez suggested we repurpose or eliminate this committee.  No vote was taken on the suggestion as of yet, 

	Covenants 
	July 10, 2025:
1. A preliminary legal review has been completed on the proposed covenants.
2. President Juan Rodiguez provided a set of questions and answers given by the attorney.  (see addendum # 4)  
3. Tamie Farris presented a PowerPoint presentation on the 73 straw poll results received.
4. All 18 covenants obtained more than 51% yes votes but did not receive more than 51% of the total possible responses.  We need at least 105 residents to respond YES for each proposed covenant to replace the original covenant.
5. The comments and possible amendments to the 18 covenants will be reviewed and discussed at a closed board meeting on August 7th at The Farris home at 2002 Broken circle Rd. 
6. Daniel Stephens suggested we have a deadline on returning the straw poll, but that was set previously for June 30th, but we are still receiving the surveys.  He also suggested we focus on the residents who did not respond. 

	Annual 
Cleanup Program
	July 10, 2025: Tom Hartig reported that the cleanup day was a success and there are plans to have a total of 4 dumpsters in 2026.  2 will be provided by the city at no cost and 2 will be paid for by RHTC funds.  


	Community Garage Sale
	July 10, 2025:
1.  Daniel Stephens volunteered to be the coordinator for the event and will set up the advertisement. 
2. The sale will be only one day, Saturday, September 27th 8:00am – 3:00pm. 

	Annual Picnic
	July 10, 2025:
1. The annual picnic will be held at Hartig’s home at 2018 Prong Horn Lane. 
2. Tom Hartig has a spread sheet with the cost breakdown and will have a meeting with volunteers on Monday, August 4th, at 7:00pm
3. Bev Smith and the Hospitality Committee will handle registration and welcome.
4. A food drive for Holy Cross Lutheran Church Food Pantry will be conducted again this year. Each resident will be asked to bring non-perishable food items as an entry donation for the picnic. 
5. John Trojack will organize a collector vehicle show next door to Hartig’s. 
6. Bill Kenline will be in charge of Picnic Logistics (setting up tents, tables, chairs, etc.) assisted by the ROMEO group. 
7. Melody Rodriguez volunteered to take charge of the food committee with the help of Debby Humphries, Stacey Salstrom, Lori Stapleton, and Jamie Wilson. 

	Halloween Hayride
	July 10, 2025:
1. The Hayride will be held on Friday, October 31st.  We will plan on two trailers again this year. 
2. Tamie Farris will obtain Liability Coverage for the event.  
3. A coordinator and volunteers for the event need to be chosen

	Thanksgiving Food/Coat Drive
	July 10, 2025:
1.  The food and coat drive to benefit Holy Cross Lutheran Church will be held on Saturday November 15th. 
2. Bev Smith will again coordinate the drive.
3. More detailed plans will be made at the September Board Meeting

	New Business

	July 10, 2025:
1.  The question was asked as to who makes the determination on properties included in the WUI.  (Wildland Urban Interface)  
2. Dave Pechacek in working with the Colorado Springs Fire department and will obtain that information.
3. RHIA does not want to be included in the WUI but that may not be our choice.  
4. President Juan Rodriguez suggested we focus through education of the residents on following the WUI rules on our own.  

	Next Board Meeting 
	July 10, 2025: The next board meeting will be held on Thursday, August 14th. at the same time and place as the current meeting. 

	Adjournment 
	July 10, 2025: A motion to adjourn was made at 8:50pm, by Andrew Ramay, seconded by tony James, and passed unanimously. 
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